WE WANT TO EXTEND A SPECIAL INVITATION TO ALL ORHPA MEMBERS TO COME TO THE AUGUST 12th EVENT ON OUR REGULAR MEETING DAY.  NOTE THAT WE WILL START AT 6:00 PM INSTEAD OF 7:00 (JUST FOR THIS EVENT).
Oak Ridgers will celebrate the 65th Anniversary of the end of World War II

Everyone is invited to come and share in the fun at the Midtown Community Center, Aug 12 at 6:00 PM.  See below for more details.
 
On August 14, 1945, Oak Ridgers and all Americans rejoiced at the news of the Japanese surrender and the end of the war. Oak Ridgers and the rest of the world had only days earlier learned of the two atom bombs dropped on Japan.  The secret was out; Oak Ridge had been the source of the enriched Uranium for the bomb dropped on Hiroshima. The world was finding out about Oak Ridge and the Manhattan Project.  Ed Westcott provided the photos that accompanied the official press release introducing the secret city of Oak Ridge to the rest of the world.  Americans had sensed and hoped that the end of the war was very near so when the news came of the surrender on Tuesday, August 14, 1945 (V-J Day), the whole country celebrated.  They were looking forward to peace, the return of the troops, and getting back to normal peacetime life. 

We all know what happened in Times Square thanks to the famous photo by Alfred Eisenstaedt.  So how did Oak Ridgers react to the news?  Ed Westcott’s brilliant photos show the exuberance and joy of Oak Ridgers on that day.  His photos have become every bit as iconic as the Times Square photo. 
  
Oak Ridge Heritage and Preservation Association is asking those who were here on V-J Day to come share their personal accounts of how they heard the news, how they celebrated, fun stories, interesting facts, shared letters, etc. at the 65th Anniversary Celebration of V-J Day.  Everyone is encouraged to participate in sharing a short memory of the day especially with those who were not there.  There will also be a slide presentation of the photos Ed Westcott took on V-J Day, vintage artifacts and newspapers, several poster displays and a time line of Oak Ridge history. Come celebrate the 65th anniversary and meet the people who were part of the greatest generation. Hear Oak Ridge history told by Oak Ridgers who were there on that day 65 years ago.  Don’t miss this opportunity!  Bring the whole family!
 
Everyone is invited.  The festivities will start at 6:00 PM with a social hour at the Midtown Community Center (Wildcat Den) on the corner of Robertsville Road and the Oak Ridge Turnpike.  The program will start at 7:00 PM and go for approximately an hour.  We will serve refreshments including anniversary cake and ice cream. 
 
For more information call: Margaret Allard 607-1122.
